Sponges belong to the phylum Porifera, which means “pore bearing”.

Sponges are multi-cellular, and come in many sizes, colors, and shapes.

They are found in ___________________________. Sponges are made up of ____ layers
Endoderm- _________________ layer  Ectoderm- _____________ layer. Between the 2 layers is a jelly-like material.
Sponges are considered Benthic organisms, they are _____________________________.

How do Sponges Feed? Sponges are sessile- they spend their lives attached to an object.

They feed by taking in the _______________________________ found in water through small pores called ___________.  Collar Cells line the inside of the sponge and have flagella that sweep food into and pump water out of the sponge. Digestion takes place inside the food vacuoles in each individual cell. Gases are also exchanged at the cellular level. Sponges have no _____________, they do not respond to touch, and will not move.

Sponges can be male, female, or both (hermaphroditic). They can also reproduce asexually by regeneration.
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